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Santa Barbara County Vector-borne Disease Surveillance 
A horse diagnosed in August in the Buellton area has been Santa Barbara County’s only 2025 detection of West 
Nile virus (WNV). No dead birds were reported to the WNV hotline in January or February 2026. In 2025, 50 
dead birds were reported, 21 were tested for WNV, and none tested positive. The District submitted 188 
mosquito samples to test for WNV, Western equine encephalitis virus (WEE), and St. Louis encephalitis virus 
(SLE); all tested negative. WEE and SLE have never been documented in the County. 
 
Mosquito trapping for the 2026-27 season will begin as workload and weather allow. 
 
District staff assisted CDPH biologists in collecting ticks on February 25th. Sampling was done at Painted Cave, 
Gaviota, and the La Purisima Mission. Results are pending CDPH processing and testing. 
 
California Vector-borne Disease Surveillance 

 
                                                                                        
Update on Invasive Aedes Mosquito in California 
No invasive Aedes species have been detected in Santa 
Barbara County since May 2021. Aedes aegypti is found in 
28 California counties and Aedes albopictus is found in two.  
 
In 2025, the CA Dept. of Public Health reports 6 locally-
transmitted cases of dengue virus in California (five of them 
located in the City of La Puente, Los Angeles County). Non-
native Aedes mosquitoes, capable of vectoring dengue, Zika, 
and chikungunya viruses, are common in the Greater Los 
Angeles area. One mosquito sample collected in Greater L.A. 
has also tested positive for dengue virus. In 2024, there were 
18 locally-transmitted dengue cases. As of March 1, there 
have been three travel-related human dengue cases and no 
cases of Zika virus or chikungunya virus in California in 
2026. 
 



Select Slides from the 2026 Mosquito and Vector Control Association of 
California (MVCAC) Conference 

   
      Ticks can be collected by snaring  Hantavirus human cases 

lizards  

 
Three Mammoth Mountain employees died of hantavirus in early 2025. One was infected after wearing the mascot 
costume, one moved a stack of fire wood, and the third used a vacuum cleaner daily. 
 

 
 

 
Invasive Aedes inspections in areas near homes of travel-related cases of dengue virus 



 
Flower vases in cemeteries produce mosquitoes 

 

 
 

 

   



 
  ▲ Mobile device software for vector control ▼  

       
 

Eaton Fire disaster zone, January 2025 
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